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Then the LORD said to Moses, “Hold out 
your arm toward the sky that there may 
be darkness upon the land of Egypt, a 
darkness that can be touched.” 

Moses held out his arm toward the sky 
and thick darkness descended upon all 
the land of Egypt for three days. 

People could not see one another, and for 
three days no one could get up from 
where he was; but all the Israelites 
enjoyed light in their dwellings. 

Pharaoh then summoned Moses and 
said, “Go, worship the LORD! Only your 
flocks and your herds shall be left behind; 
even your children may go with you.” 

But Moses said, “You yourself must 
provide us with sacrifices and burnt 
offerings to offer up to the LORD our God; 

our own livestock, too, shall go along with 
us—not a hoof shall remain behind: for 
we must select from it for the worship of 
the LORD our God; and we shall not 
know with what we are to worship the 
LORD until we arrive there.” 

But the LORD stiffened Pharaoh’s heart 
and he would not agree to let them go. 

Pharaoh said to him, “Be gone from me! 
Take care not to see me again, for the 
moment you look upon my face you shall 
die.” 

And Moses replied, “You have spoken 
rightly. I shall not see your face again!” 

 

 וַּיֹ֨אֶמר ה’ ֶאל־ֹמֶׁש֗ה ְנֵט֤ה יְָֽדָך֙
 ַעל־ַהָּׁשַמִ֔ים וִ֥יִהי חֶֹׁ֖שְך ַעל־ֶאֶ֣רץ ִמְצָרִ֑ים

ֶׁשְך׃  וְָיֵמׁ֖ש חֹֽ

 וַּיֵ֥ט ֹמֶׁש֛ה ֶאת־ָידֹ֖ו ַעל־ַהָּׁשָמִ֑ים וְַיִה֧י
ֶׁשְך־ֲאֵפָל֛ה ְּבָכל־ֶאֶ֥רץ ִמְצַרִ֖ים ְׁשלֶֹׁ֥שת  חֹֽ

ים׃  ָימִֽ

 לֹֽא־ָראּ֞ו ִא֣יׁש ֶאת־ָאִח֗יו ְולֹא־ָק֛מּו ִא֥יׁש
 ִמַּתְחָּת֖יו ְׁשלֶֹׁ֣שת ָיִמ֑ים ּֽוְלָכל־ְּבֵנ֧י ִיְׂשָרֵא֛ל

ם׃  ָהָ֥יה אֹ֖ור ְּבמֹוְׁשבֹתָֽ

 וִַּיְקָר֨א ַפְרעֹ֜ה ֶאל־ֹמֶׁש֗ה וַּיֹ֙אֶמר֙ ְלכּו֙ ִעְבדּ֣ו
 ֶאת־ה’ ַר֛ק צֹאְנֶכ֥ם ּוְבַקְרֶכ֖ם ֻיָּצ֑ג

 ּגַֽם־ַטְּפֶכ֖ם ֵיֵלְ֥ך ִעָּמכֶֽם׃

 וַּיֹ֣אֶמר ֹמֶׁש֔ה ַּגם־ַאָּת֛ה ִּתֵּת֥ן ְּבָיֵד֖נּו ְזָבִח֣ים
 ְועֹלֹ֑ות ְוָעִׂש֖ינּו ַלה’ ֱאלְֹקינּו׃

 ְוַגם־ִמְקֵנ֜נּו ֵיֵלְ֣ך ִעָּמ֗נּו לֹ֤א ִתָּׁשֵאר֙ ַּפְרָס֔ה
 ִּכ֚י ִמֶּמּ֣נּו ִנַּק֔ח ַלֲעבֹ֖ד ֶאת־ה’ ֱאלְֹקינּו
ה־ַּנֲעבֹד֙ ֶאת־ה’  ַוֲאַנְ֣חנּו לֹֽא־ֵנַד֗ע מַֽ

ָּמה׃  ַעד־ּבֵֹא֖נּו ׁשָֽ

 וְַיַחֵּז֥ק ה’ ֶאת־ֵל֣ב ַּפְרעֹ֑ה ְולֹ֥א ָאָב֖ה
ם׃  ְלַׁשְּלחָֽ

 וַּיֹֽאֶמר־לֹ֥ו ַפְרעֹ֖ה ֵלְ֣ך ֵמָעָל֑י ִהָּׁשֶ֣מר ְלָך֗
 ֶאל־ּתֶֹ֙סף֙  ְראֹ֣ות ָּפַנ֔י ִּכ֗י ְּביֹ֛ום ְראְֹתָך֥ ָפַנ֖י

 ָּתֽמּות׃

 וַּיֹ֥אֶמר ֹמֶׁש֖ה ֵּכ֣ן ִּדַּבְ֑רָּת לֹא־אִֹס֥ף עֹ֖וד
 ְראֹ֥ות ָּפנֶֽיָך׃

 



 

 

 
 
Questions: 

1) Why is the order of the plagues important? 
 

2) How does the 9th plague play a role in the importance of the 
plagues? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Order #1 
 

Once again the third in the series arrives without prior warning. For three 
dates the land is engulfed in darkness, a spell corresponding to the 
three-day journey for worship that Pharaoh had repeatedly refused to 
grant the Israelites. - JPS Commentary 
 

d’tz’ch, a’d’sh, b’a’ch’v 
Blood, Frogs, Lice 

Beasts, Plague, Boils 
Hail, Locusts, Darkness 
Slaying the First Born 

 
Blood, frogs, lice were to accomplish this purpose by demonstrating the 
power of God over water and land. Beasts, plague, and boils by 
demonstrating power of God over the inhabitants who lived upon the land. 
Hail, locusts, and darkness by demonstrating the power of God over the 
atmosphere that surrounded both the land and the people who lived in it. - 
Hirsch 
 



 

 

 
Questions: 

1) Which order feels closer to the intention of the plagues? 
 

2) In both scenarios what role does the 9th plague play? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Order #2 
 

Each of these three groups of plagues was intended to cure the 
Egyptians of the delusion that they had the right to inflict alienhood, 
slavery, and affliction upon the Israelities. - Hirsch 
 

Alienhood: Blood, Beasts, Hail 
Slavery: Frogs, Plague, Locusts 
Afflictions: Lice, Boils, Darkness 

Slaying the First Born 
 

Darkness is the final plague in the [affliction] group. The “alienhood” [lice] 
and “slavery” [boils] plagues in this third and final group had the most 
powerful impact of all in that the hail and the locusts threatened to destroy 
the entire land of Egypt as well as all the personal wealth of its citizens. In 
a similar manner the third and final plague in the “affliction” group was the 
most all-encompassing in the group in that it seized the whole individual 
in its grip, cutting him off from all his fellow men and from all his 
possessions so that he could move neither his hands nor his feet to 
obtain the necessities of life. - Hirsch 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
*Teacher Notes:  

1) God’s intent to end the plagues with the 9th plague 
2) Bookends the experience of exiting Egypt and getting to Israel. 
3) It is the climax of the story twice. 

Summing Up the 9th Plague 
 

A) Rather, Moses was strengthening his threat: The hand of God will 
be so heavy upon Pharaoh that he would be willing to send 
offerings of all his possessions as redemption for his soul. - Baal 
HaTurim 
 
 

B) Do not...Any more. This verse appears twice in the Torah: (i) here, 
“Do not see my face any more;” and (ii) [in God’s refusal to grant 
Moses’ request that he be permitted to live long enough to lead the 
Israelites into the Land of Israel,] “Do not continue to speak to Me 
further about this matter (Deut. 3:26).” - Baal HaTurim 

 


